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preparing for the new year/ wrote one correspondent,
 *	it is particularly important to pay attention to the teaching
personnel, and the Komsomol organisation must play a
leading role in this connection.* *   But the teachers have
kicked, and this way of displaying zeal is no longer en-
couraged.   At the twelfth Plenum of the Komsomols in
April 1944 the general secretary, N. A. Mikhailov, warned
Komsomols that they must not interfere with the teacher,
or criticise him at Komsomol meetings, or make independent
investigations into the pedagogical activity of the school.
 *	This would create a violation of the unity of authority in
the school, and would interfere with the strengthening of
discipline/    Legitimate activities of Komsomols include
mass political and cultural work outside school hours,
assisting in military physical training, and ' in developing a
bread network*.2   This quotation indicates how far the
Komsomols had gone in controlling school life.
The Komsomols have other responsibilities toward
children outside school hours. There are children's clubs,
such as the Pioneer Palaces, but these do not 'solve the
problem of extra-curricular political training', and
Komsomols are urged to follow the good example of their
colleagues in Saratov, and carry on work with children in
homes, in dormitories, and on the streets.3
Extra-Curricular Activities
The shift system at school, and the fact that * home * is
generally one room or part of a room, makes it very
important to provide for the leisure time of children. This
the Soviet Government has done very welL In the Lenin
Library in Moscow there is a reading room for children,
opened in 1942. About 800 children use the library every
day. It is attractively famished, with portraits of writers of
children's books round the walls, and exhibitions of pictures,
photographs, and maps. In 1944 the staff of librarians
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